
R E J O | C E ,  T H E  L O R D  I S  K | N G

As we study th is  great  hymn severa l  key words may help you to under-
stand,  to  learn,  and to use i t  most  ef fect ive ly .

EXALT-Our  hymn does  jus t  tha t  when  we s ing  i t .  To  exa l t  means  to
o f fe r  h ighes t  p ra ise .  Th is  i s  wha t  we  s ing  to  Chr i s t ,  ou r  Lo rd  and  K ing .

EXPLORE-Whenever  we  look  a t  a  new hymn we shou ld  exp lo re  bo th
tex t  and  tune .  

-T -o  
exp lo re  the  tex t  means  we  t ry  to  unders tand  a l l  t ha t

i t  says ;  to  f i nd  the  beau ty  in  the  way  the  words  express  the  though ts ;
and  to  lea rn  abou t  how i t  came to  be  wr i t ten  and  by  whom.  To  exp lo re
the  tune  i s  to  t r y  to  d i scover  fami l i a r  pa t te rns ,  such  as  a  sca le  o r  a
por t ion  o f  a  sca le ;  to  f i nd  ou t  the  range  o f  the  me lody-how h igh  i t  goes
and  how low i t  reaches ;  and  to  see  i f  t he re  a re  fami l i a r  themes  tha t  r v i l l
make  lea rn ing  i t  eas ie r .  To  work  a t  th i s  means  we  mus t -

EXAMINE-Real ly study and take apart  both the text  and tune and the many ways both author and composer
worked to form thoughts and melody.

There are many words that we should remember when start ing a new hymn or any other song- We should
EXPERIMENT with repeated musical  phrases before each stanza of th is hymn. Here are a few, Make up some
phrases or patterns of your own and experiment.

thanks and sing ! God is King !

Can you tell what this last phrase of eight notes is? Does it appear in the hymntune Darwall's 148th? Can you
sing the correct pi tch for any note that your director might point  at  in this phrase?

EXPRESS your  though ts  to  God  th ro r - rgh  wr i t i ng  hymns  jus t  as  Char les
hymns .  How many  do  you  know? Wr i te  the  f i r s t  l i ne  o f  a t  l eas t  two  o f

Wes ley  d id .  F je  wro te  more  than  6 ,500
t h e m .

EXCITE-Hymns l ike "Rejo ice,  the Lord is  King"  should exc i te  us so we s ing i t  \ \ , i th  a warm, inspi red passion
of belief so that we EXCLAIM strongly through singing our belief that lesus is King und Lord.

Perhaps you or  some of  the other  choi r  boys or  g i r ls  might  EXPLAIN how Char les Wesley l ived and wrote so
many hymns,  something about  h is  fami ly ,  and how Methodis ts  came into being.

Through a l l  these words we have cal led Key Words we can EXPERIENCE the deeper  meaning of  th is  great
hymn and tune and others when we study new hymns,  a lso.

Wr i te  he re  the  sc r ip tu re  upon  wh ich  th i s  hymn i s  based

EXALT _  EXAMINE _  EXPLORE _  EXPERIMENT _  EXPRESS -  EXCITE - -  EXCLAIM _  EXPLAIN

a r e  t h e  k i n d  o f  a l i v e  E X P E R I E N C E S  w i t h  w h i c h o f  Chr i s t ian  l i v ing  a re  f i l l ed  fo r  those  o f  us  who  can
t r u l y  s i n g :

Lif t  up your voice!  Re
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